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j J'BI agents' used lie dei.ee- j 
.;tors to question State Depart- t 
' rnent officials recently^ in an ^ 
inter-agency investigation of 
news “leakage” of security in- t 
formation, it was established j 
yesterday. i 

/ state 'Department press 
/ spokesman Robert J. Me- j 
' Closkey acknowledged at_ a , 
news briefing that Justice ‘ 
Department agents investi- , 
gated inside the State Depart- , 
nient and “other agencies.”. . 

McCloskey said “this has ; 
happened from time to time ... : 
. when certain information is - 
published” from unauthorized i 
sources that is judged to be:. 

: “harmful to the national inter- ■, 
est.” • ' 

' This is the first time since < 
the era of the late Seii. Joseph 
! R. McCarthy in the early 1550s 
that such a practice in the : 
State Department has come to 
public attention. Many State , ’ 
Department officials are them- 
' selves concerned about the in- 
; timidating. effect of the procc- , 
dure, and insist it is limited! 
and is no revival of that in- ] 
quisitional period in U.S. his- 3 
tory. 

McCloskey said in response 
to questions that State Depart- 
1 merit officials have been ad- 
vised with renewed emphasis 
recently “to use their common 
sense and discretion” in talk- 
ing with newsmen about sensi- 
tive security subjects. But he 
denied that any “written in- 
structions” have been circu- 
lated to restrict press contact 
with officials. . 

“\Vc are not trying to 're- 
strict access by newsmen,” 
McCloskey said emphatically. j 
' Reports and rumors of the 
investigations at . State have 
spiraled behind the scenes, 
however, to the consternation 
of many ranking officials who 
are concerned that, the inhibi- 
tions, real or exaggerated, will 
damage morale and opera- 
tions. 

,/ McCloskey declined to dis- 
V j cuss whether lie detectors, or 
polygraphs as they are techni- 
cally called, wore used at 
j State. It was confirmed, how-' 
ever, that the instruments,; 
I which measure human reac- 
tions to questions, were cm- 
i'ploved in .interrogations con- 
cerning lApprovedfFor 


lion about U.S. bargaining pcC . /Taft \t01lfP % " - 

sitions in the strategic armsj ' UJl/lif • .O U/&M' SALs ': 

limitation talks. (SALT) withj,/ , , 

the Soviet Union, now under ' “ ' ; <• •' • •'-• 

way in Helsinki, Finland. . . . . . 

Sources s.aid that a rcla- to the Russians. At thattinie, state Department officials’ 
tively “small number” of cm- ->tatc labeled the story «* a j so ] U10W> however, that the- 
ployecs were involved in the* most unfortunate bi each Oi se- l department carries a special 
interrogations by FBI agents, curity. burden, a heritage of the loy- 

• This' group, ft was said, in' A Defense _ Department lally-security investigations 
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for the “leak" in this case. \ state ucpanmoui. um» - 
The degree of voluntarism j secuilty agon's loi su-i. m 

actually involved in such cir- i^Xe ^dmhdsU-aiion source 
cumstanees is often an open . .. . ,, 


in the 1970s “some of the bitter 
taste lingers on, however, and 
still inhibits to some degree 
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“fel^-'^nd'Trser^e'afa but he darned to sped- 

- warning. to others j fy a ecloskey 'told newsmen 

McCloskey said m apswer to | vcslerc1 lhal> s0 j ar as ho- 
questions, “We have cooper- ;j. nows lht , disclosure of the 
aied with agents oi: the Jus- sccrC t pentagon history on 
j lice Department who have ■ Y'ietnani, starting in rnid-June, . 
undertaken investigations with- was not the take-off point for 
in the department at the ^ ie CUiT ont investigating pat- 
same time that agents also ^ e) . n 

were doing the same in other A 'general tightening of ac- 
ageneies of the government cCsg ’^ 0 Eeclu -itv information 
with reference to. stories m h?s becn evi dent in Washing- 
wliich sensitive information ^ ton for rn any months, news- 
i was disclosed on an unautu- noted. Officials attribute 

■ ori-zed basis. .... this to the unusual number of 

“X am not in a position to ma j or diplomatic negotiations 
; get .into detail on the anat- un der way, including the new' 

. omy or that kmc! of mvestiga- u s . china relations, the 
. lion” or the numbers of per- gAljT ta ^] IS an d negotiations 1 
t S01 '? involved, lie said. _ on BorUlli Vietnam and the 

McCloskey said tncse nives- Mi(3cBe ]? asti Lower-ranking 
' tigations have been conducted officials have bcc011ie doubly 
, with .the full approval and caut i ou s about discussing any- 

> concurrence” of Secretary of _ , 

'' c“'s'™S£' todly to hofd j IMMUf, deputy assistanl j 

' ■? “2“ “ nte “’":|S3st«t to S r!S®“ IsTvel. 

> smee Juiiv. to. ^ . ; evan professional in the press 

According to other soin ccs, .j rolat ; ons field. He indicated 
the latest investigation at ycs t cr( 3 a y that he had sought 
i I State, involving the use of he. foresta!1 a wholesale tight- 
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i tMks m^tlic Lew __v°rK ^ “"fv'tations on discussing espe- 
: of July S3 by Millu.m Leeclui,, cially sons [tive subjects, 
j the Times Pentagon lepoitu . , „j n my . experience,” said 
| The White House reportedly McCloskey, “the policy of this 
'•ordered a full-scale mvestiga- department lias been exem- 
ption, which spread to B' ia ^ e - iplary in terms of our (news): 

•'.'.Top officials expressed iuclig- • 1 conlacti j know of no foreign' 

' Ination over what they called a 0 xfj c e in the world where the ! 

'•' disclosure, of- the U.S. position degree of access is compara-| 
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